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Greetings NEOACFE Board of Directors, Chapter Members, and Colleagues, 
 
As we close one year and embark on a promising new 2021, I would like to 
take a moment to connect with all of you.  Over this last year, the world has 
been forced to deal with a difficult chapter of the health crisis.  There is no 
doubt, these are challenging times; however, in the challenging times, it is 
also critical to highlight the “positives.”  It has been my observation that 
throughout this year, what I have witnessed amongst the community, 
colleagues, and abroad, is “the challenge” has been met with courage, 
determination, and the perseverance to succeed.  After reflecting back over 
the year one of the highlights has been the many inspiring stories of people 
and organizations rising to the times.  
 
This year of 2020 has pushed many businesses to work “outside of the box” 
and utilize unique measures to adapt.  As a result, our chapter has also 
turned to new options with online trainings.  I am pleased we had the ability 
to shift the in-person learning to online CPE trainings, which allowed us to 
network with 23 ACFE Chapters.  This shows us that as a Fraud Prevention 
Community, there is new benefits in the area of online trainings.  Not only did 
we close the year with a success in the webinars, but we also opened doors 
to new events and presenters, both locally and abroad. 
 
As we move into 2021, we will continue to offer online virtual trainings, with 
some exciting new topics and virtual events.  The Northeast Ohio Chapter of 
the ACFE is working to keep you engaged and learning.  As you move through 
the December Newsletter, we will share a look at upcoming trainings such as 
the Free Biometrics Webinar, and the Ethics 2021 – NEOACFE Annual Ethics 
Webinar. We have a grand new year set to unfold and look forward to joining 
you virtually in the near future. 
 
I would now like to close by extending my appreciation to the Board of 
Directors and the Chapter Members for your support of the NEOACFE.  I wish 
you all a wonderful holiday season, a merry Christmas, and a happy New 
Year! 
 
Best regards, 
Christine Meador, CFE 

      Northeast Ohio Chapter of the ACFE 



  

I. A Look Ahead  
2021 Training Schedule                              

January 2021  

Biometrics: Applications in Fraud Prevention, Detection, and Investigation 
Online Webinar - FREE - 2021 Current Members - $25.00 Non-Member 
Date:  January 12th Webinar 12-1pm EST. Lunch Hour Webinar / 1 Hour CPE 
 
Presenter:  Simon Marchand, CFE with Nuance Communications 
Simon Marchand is the chief fraud prevention officer of the security and 
biometrics business unit within Nuance Communications’ enterprise division. 
 
Biometrics is one of the most powerful ways that organizations are meeting 
these dual priorities. Simon Marchand, CFE, Adm.A., will give an introduction 
to biometrics technologies, share the latest advances in the field. He’ll also 
detail how organizations include banks and telecommunications companies 
are using biometrics to combat account takeover, subscription fraud, and 
how this state-of-the art technology can be used for fraud prevention, 
detection as well as in fraud investigations. 
 

February 2021  

ETHICS 2021 - Northeast Ohio Chapter of the ACFE Annual ETHICS Webinar 
Online Webinar - $25.00 - 2021 Current Members - $30.00 Non-Member 
February 2nd Online Webinar 12 - 2 EST 
CPE: 2 Hour Ethics CPE - NASBA accredited CPE's 
 
Presenter #1 ~ Dr. Linda G. Chase, CPA, CFE  
Baldwin Wallace University 
Department Chair of Accounting, School of Business 
Dr. Chase is the Department Chair and tenured accounting professor in the 
School of Business at Baldwin Wallace University. She has volunteered for 
multiple positions with the global ACFE headquarters and is a NEOACFE 
Board Member.   
 
Dr. Chase has served for many years on the Advisory Board of the Fraud 
Magazine, submitted book reviews to the ACFE, reviewed Joseph Well’s 
personal memoir prior to publication, and was active on the Higher Education 
Partnership Committee.  Dr. Chase is also active at the State and National 
level of the American Accounting Association.   
 
Presenter #2 ~ Ralph Barone, CFE, ACAMS  
Special Investigator Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office 
Since 2007, Ralph Barone, CFE, CAMS has been a Special Investigator with 
the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office in Cleveland. Ralph is also a 
member of the NEOACFE Board of Directors.  He graduated from Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania with a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminology in 1973.  
 
Ralph became a Certified Fraud Examiner in 2010 and received training at 
the National White-Collar Crime Center in the areas of Financial Investigation 
and Financial Records Examination and Analysis in 2012 and 2013. He then 
received his designation as a Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist and 
obtained a Private Investigator’s license in 2018.  
 
REGISTRATION LINK:  https://acfeneo.org/meetinginfo.php 



 

II. Annual Memberships                          
As a reminder, it is time to renew your Northeast Ohio Chapter ACFE 
membership for 2021. Current annual memberships will expire on 
12/31/2020. All renewals for current members, law enforcement and 
students, will be $10. New members to the NEOACFE for 2021 will be at the 
$20 fee.  
 
ANNUAL REGISTRATION LINK: https://acfeneo.org/memberdues3.php 
 

 All memberships for 2021 come with a FREE 1-Hour/CPE Biometrics 
Applications in Fraud Prevention, Detection, and Investigations.  
Webinar airs on January 12th from 12-1 EST.  

 Please register for that webinar, once you pay your 2021 annual 
membership fee. 
 

 

III. Chapter Announcements                               
Interim Vice President 
As all chapter members are aware, we held Board of Director elections for the 
NEOACFE President and the V.P. roles in August of 2020.  The President began the 
transition, officially moving into the President role as of October 1st.  At that time, the 
Vice President role remained vacant.  In light of recent elections, the decision was to 
give our chapter a 6-month break and open an election for “VP” and two 
additional Directors, after the May 2021 programs.  As we approach that period, 
our chapter will move to open the election process for 2021.  We will keep 
everyone posted on that process as we move closer.  
 
To address the V.P. vacancy, the board has moved to create an Interim Vice 
President position, which will extend through June 30, 2021.  In filling the role, 
the President along with the Board of Directors has extended the Interim V.P. 
role to our current Board Member, Arvin Clar. Arvin has been with the board for 
the duration and is an intricate part of assisting with our trainings and 
presentations.  We are pleased Arvin has accepted the Interim V.P. position. 
Please join the Board of Directors as we congratulate Arvin and extend our 
appreciation for his service.   

 
Greater Cleveland Food Bank ~ Annual Donation  

Each year the NEOACFE continues to strive to make a positive impact not 
only on our members, but on the community as a whole.  This year, the 
chapter has made the move to continue these efforts in partnering with a 
local food bank, in efforts to feed the community.  The NEOACFE has made a 
contribution of $500 to the Greater Cleveland Food Bank. This donation will 
give 4 meals for every $1, supplying 2,000 meals.  Below are the kind 
remarks shared by the Greater Cleveland Food Bank. 

“Thank you again for your generous support of the Greater Cleveland Food Bank! 
Each donation goes a long way to help us reach more of our neighbors in need, and 
we hope the members of your organization will be just as thrilled as we are by what 

your generosity can help make possible!” 
Leah Markovich 

~ Greater Cleveland Food Bank 
 



IV. Student Scholarships                               
As leaders in the field of fraud prevention, it is essential to build a strong 
network of fraud prevention professionals. One terrific way to accomplish this 
is to extend our support to future CFE’s in the field.  In support of this vision, 
the chapter plans to implement the NEOACFE Student Scholarship Program 
in 2021.  This will be a promising opportunity for students interested in 
becoming Certified Fraud Examiners.   
 
The program will offer the awarded student(s)/applicant(s) the opportunity to 
not only win, but to have access to a program that will assist them in pursuit 
of earning the Certified Fraud Examiner certification. The chapter will be 
awarding at least 2 student(s)/applicant(s) the ACFE Student Package, which 
will include a one-year ACFE Membership, the 1 CFE Exam Prep Course, and 
the CFE Exam Fee.  This alone will be a valuable asset to assist the awarded 
student the ability to achieve the goal of becoming a Certified Fraud 
Examiner.   
 
The first step in being eligible to apply is for students to register as a Student 
Member.  NEOACFE Student Members with annual memberships for both the 
Northeast Ohio Chapter of the ACFE and the National ACFE, will have an 
opportunity to apply for the NEOACFE Scholarship Program.  Additional 
details regarding the NEOACFE Student Scholarship Program will be released 
as we move into 2021.   
  

V. Chapter Awards   
Looking back a few months, the NEOACFE awarded the former President, 
John Heffner, with a plaque from the Board of Directors and Chapter 
Members.  Below is the inscription: 
 

 Mr. John K. Heffner, CFE  
Northeast Ohio Chapter of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners President 

(January 1, 2019 - September 30, 2020)  
Co-President (2014 – 2018) 

The Northeast Ohio Chapter of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners would 
like to present you with this “award of recognition” for your outstanding leadership 

and service on the Board of Directors. Your service has made an everlasting 
difference in the foundation of the NEOACFE Cleveland Chapter.  

Thank you.  
Northeast Ohio Chapter of the Association of Certified Fraud Examiners Board of 

Directors & Chapter Members  

VI. Linked~In                               
We have recently set up the Northeast Ohio Chapter of the ACFE on LinkedIn:   
Click the following link to follow the NEOACFE online.  This is a great way to 
network, stay connected, and keep up on seminars and trainings.   

https://www.linkedin.com/company/northeast-ohio-chapter-of-the-
association-of-certified-fraud-examiners-neoacfe 
 
 



VII. Board of Directors                              
 
 

President 
Christine Meador, MAcc, MLS, CFE 
Medica, LLC 
  

Interim Vice President 
Arvin Clar 
Ohio Attorney General 

Secretary 
Allison Bores, MBA, CFE, CAMS 
DOJ 

Treasurer 
Melissa Sui, CPA, CFE, CRMA, CGMA 
NE Ohio Regional Sewer District 

Directors 
Ralph Barone, CFE, CAMS 
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office 

Directors 
Allison Bores, MBA, CFE, CAMS 
DOJ 

Directors 
Linda Chase, CPA, CFE 
Baldwin Wallace University 

Directors 
Adam Pajakowski 

Directors 
Michael Skrypek, CFE 
Bluestone Research and Consulting 

Directors 
Frank Suponcic 
Skoda Minotti 

 

 


